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importance that the mother and child should be kept
together whenever this is possible, and for as long as
possible. There may be some few cases where separa-
tion appears advisable, as when the mother is seriously
mentally afflicted; in the case of a girl of good
standing, employed in a responsible position, _whose
prospects would be ruined by the fact of her having an
illegitimate child becoming known; or again where a
girl may have very good reasons for not wishing her
parents to discover her secret. Normally the mother
is to be induced to take an interest in her child, to
learn how to care for it, and to be made to realize that
she has incurred a responsibility which she may by no
means evade. This is a task which proves not so
difficult as might appear likely. It is true that the
girl often does not want the baby, and at first regards
its arrival with disfavour, but the maternal instinct
powerfully asserts itself and usually overcomes this
initial repulsion in a very short time. Natural
affection for her child and .a realization of its
dependence upon her care also have a strong steadying
effect on the average girl, and often effect a great
change in her nature and outlook upon life. Breast-
feeding, whenever this is possible, will assist mother-
nature to assert itself in these very desirable directions.

Such practices, therefore, as adoption, or other plans
which relieve the mother of all responsibility in regard
to her baby are for these reasons to be avoided. It is
by no means an uncommon occurrence for a girl, who
has had her baby adopted, to become the mother of a
second or even a third illegitimate child, and it is
considered by many workers that this is far more
likely to occur when the girl thus escapes responsibility
for the first. Adoption is at best an unnatural course,
and probably for this reason brings its own penalty.

Unfortunately there are in existence agencies vhich
make a business of arranging for the adoption of
children. A number of these are undoubtedly of